The Kaiser's Idiosyncrasy
and exhorted him. At a chance meeting the Grand Duke Vladimir
said to me: " Poire empereur commence A donncr sur fa ncrfs A mon
tern, F Empereur. Mon neveu k tnwt trop outrccuitJMt $t ks metis
que wire Empereur hi donne, trop cousus dejit bkm> swtout quatid dans
ses lettres illui dit du mal de FOxcle Edouard ct de k RfyttMique fran-
faise" In Italy, William II had long since personally offended
King Victor Emanuel and Queen Elena, The only Court he in-
fluenced was that of Austria, and that was the least necessary of all;
since Austria needed us more than we the Dual Monarchy,
The idiosyncrasy of the Kaiser, where the Japanese were in
question, also disturbed our political circles, "When the t Russo-
Japanese War was nearing its end, I wrote to His Majesty as
follows:
We had no reason to fear, for the present, any resurrection of
Tamerlane and Jhengis Khan. Moreover, a glance at the map
shows that Russia, England and France would be called upon first
to encounter any danger of that kind. It was for these countries
to repel any eventual Yellow Peril, Of these three representatives
of the white race, only Russia now appeared in the arena. France
had withdrawn from the game quietly, England had allied with
the Yellow race, In view of the present dislocation of the factors
of power it behoved Germany, in my opinion, to be careful.
There were signs enough that all would not go too well for
Japan even without our interference,
I impressed it upon him that perhaps a more immediate danger
was that one day we should have Japan against us as the ally of white
enemies. We had therefore a distinct and definite political interest
in utilizing the present crisis to improve our relations with Japan,
which could be done without disloyalty to Russia, if we continued
in our present unswerving pursuance of neutrality.